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I discovered this book at a small suburban library when I was about 14 years old and was entranced

by Powell's fascinating description of a trip he made in the 1920s with his wife and daughter to

French North Africa. Towards the end of the book there was a photo of a Berber walled city in the

Atlas mountains which enflamed my youthful imagination to the boiling point, only to despair of not

having a magic carpet that could fly me to this exotic land at once. The years passed. At the age of

22, I went off to Morocco, not just to visit, but to live there for more than a year! I bought an old copy

of this book before setting out on the Great Adventure, and took it with me. I stayed at the same

hotel in Fes where Powell stayed. At age 23, towards the end of my residence there, I desperately

took off for Marrakesh and from there at dawn took a bus up up up into the mountains and down the

other side, where I discovered a Berber walled city much like the one in the book. I visited it. I then

went to the so-called bus station and showed the photo in the book to the ticket man, but although

he knew where it was, he told me "You can't get there from here." But I had just visited a walled city

as good as the one in the book, so I considered my dream to have come true.
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